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Last month, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the ranking dates for the On-Farm 
Energy, Organic, Seasonal High Tunnel and Air Quality conservation initiatives. All four initia-
tives offer technical and financial assistance through the Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice’s (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  
 “Producers tell us they want to apply for these initiatives, but many want more time to 
make sure they choose the one that’s right for their operation,” Vilsack said. “Moving to multi-
ple ranking dates for each initiative is going to make it easier for more producers to apply and 
help them get started with implementing the practices they need to benefit the natural re-
sources on their operations.” 
 NRCS accepts applications for financial assistance on a continuous basis throughout the 
year. There will be three ranking periods for the Organic, On-Farm Energy and Seasonal High 
Tunnel initiatives, all ending on February 3, March 30 and June 1, 2012. Ranking periods for the 
Air Quality Initiative end February 3 and March 30, 2012. At the end of a ranking period, 
NRCS ranks all submitted proposals for funding consideration. NRCS will notify all applicants 
of the results of the rankings and begin developing contracts with selected applicants. 
 The On-Farm Energy, Organic and Seasonal High Tunnel initiatives are available in all 50 
states, the Caribbean Area and the Pacific Basin. The Air Quality Initiative is available in Ari-
zona, California, Colorado, Illinois, Montana, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Texas. Air 
Quality funding is limited to counties within these nine States that have serious air quality re-
source concerns related to non-attainment for Ozone and Particulate Matter. 
 USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
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The Niagara County Soil & Water Conservation District is a local government subdivision  under New 
York State law.  The District was established as a public benefit by the County of Niagara in 1954. Your 
support of our programs aid in the District’s conservation efforts to protect natural resources and water 

quality for our residents.  In these wavering economic times, we thank you for your continued assistance in 
fulfilling our goals. 
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ADOPT A PLATOON 

BAN ON DISPOSING RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES 
IN NYS GOES INTO EFFECT 
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Many rechargeable bat-
teries contain toxic 

metals that can be re-
leased into the environ-

ment when managed 
improperly.  

USDA CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE 
Attention USDA Partici-
pants; If you are planning to 
clear new land, create a new 
drainage system, improve/
modify an existing drainage 
system, level land, or dredge, 
fill or work land that has not 
been evaluated by Natural 

Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (USDA-NRCS), please 
stop by our office to com-
plete form AD-1026 (Highly 
Erodible Land Conserva-
tion and Wetland Conser-
vation Certification). 
Starting such work with-

out a certified determina-
tion from NRCS may re-
sult in non-compliance 
and jeopardize program 
benefits. Requests should be 
submitted at least 60 days 
prior to the project start 
date.  

FYI... 
 

The District is 
now selling 

reusable shopping 
totes. They are a 

generous size: 
13”h x 12”w x 8”d 

and are made 
from 100% 
recycled 

material...and 
washable! Only 
$1.85 plus tax.  

 A provision in the New 
York State Rechargeable Bat-
tery Recycling Act prohibiting 
disposal of most rechargeable 
batteries as a solid waste in 
the state started December 
5th, announced the New 
York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation. 
The new provision of the law 
gives consumers the opportu-
nity to drop off rechargeable 
batteries at local retail stores. 
The law already requires bat-
tery manufacturers to provide 
for collection and recycling of 
rechargeable batteries in a 
statewide program at no cost 
to consumers. 
 Many rechargeable batter-

ies contain toxic metals that 
can be released into the envi-
ronment when managed im-
properly. Most retailers that 
sell rechargeable batteries are 
required to accept used ones 
from individuals during normal 
business hours. The law re-
quires battery collection by 
both local retailers and direct 
sellers of rechargeable batter-
ies (i.e., catalog, telephone, or 
internet sales). Retailers must 
also post signs alerting con-
sumers about the disposal ban 
and the opportunities to re-
turn rechargeable batteries at 
their location.  
 Rechargeable batteries cov-
ered by this law include: 

nickel; cadmium; sealed lead; 
lithium ion; nickel metal hy-
dride and; any other dry cell 
rechargeable batteries weigh-
ing less than 25 pounds. This 
law does not cover vehicle 
batteries or non-rechargeable 
batteries such as common 
alkaline batteries. Recharge-
able batteries from cordless 
power tools, laptops, tele-
phones, cameras and other 
electronic devices are among 
a growing list of products 
New Yorkers can return to 
retailers for recycling at the 
end of its useful life. 

 For more information, 
please visit:                     

http://www.dec.ny.gov/

  This holiday season em-
ployees of the Lockport, NY 
USDA Service Center have 
chosen once again to ADOPT 
A PLATOON! Holidays can 
be a very difficult time of year 
for soldiers who are deployed 
in a warzone. To remind them 
of home and to share a little 
holiday cheer, the offices of 
the Farm Service Agency, 
Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service and Soil & Water 
Conservation District are 
sending them “Stockings from 
SANTA!”                          
  Via the nonprofit 501c(3) 
organization AdoptaPlatoon, 

(www.adoptaplatoon.org)  the 
office has been assigned a 
platoon of 16 soldiers who 
are currently deployed to the 
war effort in Afghanistan. The 
office plans to send to them 
holiday stockings with sur-
prises of holiday candy, socks, 
hot chocolate/cider packets, 
games, and other necessities 
and holiday cheer! 
 A big THANK YOU goes out 
to all of the employees of the 
Lockport USDA Service Cen-
ter for their generous dona-
tions and time spent on this 
venture.  
  AdoptaPlatoon Soldier Sup-

port Effort® is a volunteer 
based program dedicated to 
serving deployed United 
States Service Men and 
Women ensuring that they 
are not forgotten by a grateful 
Nation. 

The USDA Service 
Center would like to 

wish all of our  
customers a very Merry  
Christmas and Happy  

Holidays!!! 











EPA and New York Announce Ban on Dumping Sewage 
from Boats into Lake Ontario  

designated habitats and 
waterways of local, state, 
and national significance.  
 For centuries, Lake On-
tario has played an impor-
tant role in the history of 
New York State and sev-
eral Indian Nations. In addi-
tion to being a place of 
great natural beauty, the 
Lake serves as an economic 
engine for the region, and 
is a source of drinking wa-
ter for seven hundred and 
sixty thousand people. The 
lake’s water quality is desig-
nated as “Class A,” which 
means that it’s recom-
mended for drinking, swim-
ming, fishing, and in the 
commercial processing of 
food.  
 To read EPA’s final de-
termination or for more 
information about no dis-
charge zones, go to http://
www.epa.gov/region02/
water/ndz/index.html.  
 
      

 

 

 

 

 Human sewage from 
boats can create environ-
mental problems, espe-

cially if vessels dump 
wastes overboard in con-

fined areas -- like har-
bors, marinas and bays. 

 The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the 
New York State Department 
of Environmental Conserva-
tion today announced that a 
3,675 square mile area of 
Lake Ontario is now a “no 
discharge zone,” which means 
that boats are completely 
banned from discharging sew-
age into the water. EPA re-
viewed DEC’s proposal to 
establish a no discharge zone 
for the lake and determined 
that there are adequate facili-
ties in the area for boats to 
pump out their sewage. Boat-
ers must now dispose of their 
sewage at one of the lake’s 37 
specially-designated pump-out 
stations. This action is part of 
a joint EPA and New York 
State strategy to eliminate the 
discharge of sewage from 
boats into the state’s water-
ways. 
 “Clean water is one of 
New York’s most valuable 
assets, and pumping sewage 
from boats into local waters 
is a practice that is both 
harmful and completely un-
necessary,” said EPA Regional 
Administrator Judith A. Enck. 
“Lake Ontario provides 
drinking water to hundreds of 
thousands of New York resi-
dents. Establishing a no dis-
charge zone for the lake is an 
important step in cleaning up 
New York’s treasured water 
bodies.”  
 "The designation of Lake 
Ontario as a 'no discharge 
zone' by the EPA strengthens 
New York's efforts to im-
prove water quality in the 
Great Lakes by stopping pol-

lution from boaters," said DEC 
Commissioner Joe Martens. 
"We will continue to work 
with the EPA, Environmental 
Facilities Corporation, Depart-
ment of State and other part-
ners to reach our common 
goal of swimmable, drinkable 
and fishable Lake Ontario wa-
ters to support our health, 
economy and quality of life.” 
 Discharges of sewage from 
boats can contain harmful lev-
els of pathogens and chemicals 
such as formaldehyde, phenols 
and chlorine, which have a 
negative impact on water qual-
ity, pose a risk to people’s 
health and impair marine life. 
EPA reviewed public com-
ments on its tentative determi-
nation for the establishment of 
a no discharge zone, which 
was proposed in May 2011.  
The no discharge zone encom-
passes the New York portion 
of Lake Ontario, including the 
waters of the Lake within the 
New York State boundary, 
stretching from the Niagara 
River (including the Niagara 
River up to Niagara Falls) in 
the west, to Tibbetts Point at 
the Lake’s outlet to the Saint 
Lawrence River in the east. 
The no discharge zone encom-
passes approximately 3,675 
square miles and 326 shoreline 
miles, including the navigable 
portions of the Lower Gene-
see, Oswego, Black Rivers and 
numerous other tributaries 
and harbors, embayments of 
the Lake including Irondequoit 
Bay, Sodus Bay, North/South 
Ponds, Henderson Bay, Black 
River Bay and Chautmont Bay, 
and an abundance of formally 

Non-Discrimination Statement 
 "The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 

familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 

USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity employer." 

Page 11 Niagara Nature News - Niagara County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Species Profile 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Longear Sunfish  
(Lepomis megalotis) 
 

Description:  
    The longear sunfish is a small, thin, 
deep-bodied fish that averages 4-4.5 
inches in length. Often mistaken for a 
pumpkinseed, the longear can be 
distinguished from its cousin by looking 
at the pectoral fins and the gill covers. 
The longear has short, round pectoral fins 
that do not extend above the lateral line; a 
long flexible ear flap on the upper part of 
both gill covers; and gill covers with 
flexible, frilled margins. On the 
pumpkinseed, the pectoral fins are long, 
pointed, and extend above the lateral line, 
and the gill-cover margins are stiff and 
smooth. The longear sunfish is very 
colorful, with an olive to rusty-brown 
back, bright orange belly and blue-green 
bars on the sides of the head.  
 Longear sunfish spawn in August. 
Males construct saucer-shaped nests in 
shallow water areas with sand or gravel 
bottoms. Although solitary nests are 
occasionally found, nests are generally 
built close together in colonies. Male 
longear sunfish remain with the nest to 
care for and protect the eggs and young. 
Snails, leeches, and aquatic insects make 
up the bulk of this sunfish's diet. 
 The longear sunfish is restricted in 
range to certain large streams in east-
central North America. Its range includes 
southern Quebec, through the eastern 
United States and west to Oklahoma, 
Texas and north eastern Mexico. In New 
York State, the longear sunfish is 
repeatedly found in Tonawanda Creek, 
while the other few locations have not 
been documented a second time. It 
prefers densely weeded areas with a 
gravel/sand bottoms. It avoids strong 
currents and silt. 
 Although no accurate population 
statistics are available about New York's 
longear sunfish population, it has 
apparently declined in the State. 
Biologists attribute the decline in this 
sunfish's numbers to several causes 
including siltation and water quality 
deterioration.  
 The Department of Environmental 
Conservation's (DEC) goal is to protect 
several self-sustaining populations of the 
longear sunfish, and it will continue to 
monitor the status of the Tonawanda 
population at Millersport. 
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